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mining the exact seat of the disease, he is clear and safe in his counsel. 
The same may be said of the treatment recommended, which is drawn 
chiefly from American authorities. Stress is laid upon the need of general 
tonics and local hygiene, and the reader properly dissuaded from the heroic 
method of blistering the penis advised by Milton. His comment upon 
Otis’s rule for the relative calibre of the urethra to the circumference of 
the flaccid penis is: ‘‘It would be well that you should also bear in mind 
Otis’s conclusion, to this extent, at any rate, viz., that if the penis be 
large, the urethra may, and probably will, bear a proportionate size, for 
this may guide you aright while it cannot possibly mislead you.” 

As a whole this brochure may be warmly recommended to the student 
or the busy practitioner. C. W. D. 


Art. XLYI_ Diseases of Women. By Lawson Tait, F.R.C.S., Sur¬ 

geon to Birmingham Hospital for Women; Fellow of the Obstetrical 
Societies of London, Dublin, and Edinburg, etc. etc. Second edition. 
8vo. pp. 192. New York: Win. Wood & Co., 1879. 

Of the many gynaecological works produced within a few years, this 
strikes us as one of the very best. Mr. Tait has given us the benefit of 
his own experience in a very readable book, and upon a variety of subjects 
connected with the female sexual system, external and internal. The first 
thirty-three pages upon the numerous maladies of the external genitals and 
adjacent parts, are of very great value, evincing a closeness of observation 
on the part of the author, and giving the reader the benefit of a wide and 
varied experience in topical and constitutional medication; showing to the 
student the remedies most likely to cure or benefit, as the case may be. 
There is nothing of the compilative and very little of the speculative char¬ 
acter in the book, which is chiefly valuable for its clinical instruction. The 
true character of female diseases, and the best modes of treatment, as 
learned by observation in numerous cases, are what we are taught by Mr. 
Tait, in plain and pleasing language. 

We have only one objection to note in the volume, and that is the size 
of the type. Had the publisher made it some fifty pages larger, the com¬ 
fort in reading to many eyes would have much more than outweighed the 
difference of cost. The value of the matter contained ought to place the 
work in the hands of a large number of readers. 11. P. H. 


Art. XLYII —A Text-Book of Physiology. By M. F oster, M. A., M.D., 
F.R.S., Pralector in Physiology and Fellow of Trinity College, Cam¬ 
bridge. Third Edition, Revised. 8vo. pp. 720. London: Macmillan 
& Co., 1879. 

But a short while ago (July, 1877) it was our pleasant privilege to call 
the attention of the readers of this Journal to Foster’s Text-Book of Phy¬ 
siology. In less than three years from the date of publication we find the 
third edition upon our table, revised and enlarged by some one hundred 



250 


Reviews. 


[Jan. 


and sixty pages of new matter. This fact is in itself sufficient proof that 
Dr. Foster’s work has been stamped with the seal of professional approval. 
There now remains but little for the bibliographer to do, save to chronicle 
those changes which keep the book abreast of the current literature and 
researches in its special department. 

We congratulate ourselves upon the position which this text-book occu¬ 
pies among the many excellent and recent additions to our physiological 
literature, since it confirms the prophetic announcement above made of its 
“ flattering future.” The full analysis which this work so lately received 
in these pages renders an extended notice, at this time, unnecessary; 
for, while the text everywhere bears evidence of revision, the subject- 
matter has not undergone any material alteration, save in one or two 
instances to be presently noticed. 

The present edition, as compared with the first, contains numerous well- 
executed illustrations, which are invaluable for an easy comprehension of 
the text; several new sections are introduced into the different chapters ; 
and in Book IV. an instructive chapter sets forth in a pleasant style the 
physiological relations of the “ Phases of Life.” Chapter II., Book I., in 
which the “ Contractile Tissues” are discussed, bears the strongest evi¬ 
dence of the author’s careful revision. The whole chapter, which is en¬ 
larged by thirty-one pages of new matter, has been entirely rewritten and 
rearranged. In the seventy-three pages allotted to the discussion, the 
student will find incorporated into the text the results of the very latest 
investigations; the whole forming an excellent and faithful resiuni of the 
salient points in this important branch of physiology. The author is also 
exceedingly happy in his exposition of the “ Vascular Mechanism,” to 
which the fourth chapter is devoted. In our opinion, these two chapters 
arc the most satisfactory in the book. 

In the review above mentioned we called attention to some faults of 
omission, some of which omissions we are pleased to see have been sup¬ 
plied in the edition now under notice. We would, however, earnestly 
suggest that the student has a right to expect a fuller exposition of “ The 
Tissues and Mechanism of Reproduction” than is here given ; barely 
fifteen pages, without illustrations, are allotted to this very important 
division of the book. Our regret is heightened when we recall the de¬ 
servedly high reputation which Dr. Foster enjoys in England and Ame¬ 
rica, both as a student and author in Embryology. 

Since the histology of a part is so often the key to the correct interpre¬ 
tation of its function, we would like to see introduced into future editions 
more extended references to the physiological anatomy of the various parts 
of the organism. The author presupposes on tlxe part of the reader a suf¬ 
ficient knowledge of histology and physiological anatomy. All bail the 
medical millenium when the accomplishments of the average student just 
beginning the study of physiology will justify the author’s assumption. 
Until then, we apprehend a text-book, such as this claims to be, should be 
made to conform to the existing order of things. 

After a careful examination of this edition, we are strengthened in the 
conviction that Dr. Foster’s book is well worthy of the confidence of the 
profession. The student or busy practitioner who consults its pages can 
rely upon finding a trustworthy presentation of the latest acquisitions in 
that department of medicine of which it treats. W. J. C. 



